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EXCELLENCE AT EASTERN: A Proud History and A Promising Future 
The year was 1895. Illinois had been a State for 77 years. It would be a year until Ford built 
his first car. Grover Cleveland and Adlai Stevenson were in the White House. The telegram 
reached Charleston residents at 3:30p.m. on September 7. It was official. "Charleston wins on 
the twelfth ballot." The Eastern Illinois State Normal School would be located in Charleston, 
Illinois. 
The year is 1995. The Centennial Celebration of Eastern Illinois University is in full swing. 
The horse and carriage have been replaced by Detroit's finest. The Eastern Illinois State Normal 
School evblved into Eastern Illinois State Teachers College in 1921. Further progress resulted in 
another name change in 1947 to Eastern Illinois State College and finally, since 1957, Eastern 
Illinois University. 
Please enjoy the snapshots of our collective history ... then come home, if you can, to Eastern 
Illinois University. 
Wed. Sept. 7, 1994 
Fri. Sept. 9, 1994 
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Sat. Oct. 8, 1994 
Fri. 
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Apr. 21, 1995 
May 5, 1995 
May 6, 1995 
* 1994 MAJOR SCHEDULED EVENTS 
* Reenactment Day - Proclamation, Picnic by the Pond, 
Songfest, Hot Air Balloon "Glow" and Fireworks 
* "Centennial 100" Banquet 
* Homecoming Ball 
* Homecoming- Theme: "A Stroll Down Memory Lane" 
* 1995 MAJOR SCHEDULED EVENTS 
* "Centennial" Celebration of the Arts 
* The "Centennial Ball" - Six campus sites; music and dances 
* Commencement 
Celebrate the nostalgia of the past and the energy of the future. YOU are the reason behind the 
Centennial theme. YOU are the excellence, the history, and the source of the future. Thank you 
for your support of the Centennial Celebration. 
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LMNGSTON C. LORD ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
The startling effect of this three-story castle on the prairie created an instant impact on the surrounding communities. The 
cornerstone for Old Main, laid in 1896, contains a 2.000-year-old Roman coin, newspapers, personal cards, and a variety of other 
items. 
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OID MAIN LIBRARY 1910 
The ground floor in the southwest corner of the castle was the domain of Miss Ma1y j osephine Booth, librarian. Rules were str ict: 
no w hispering; no smoking; neckties fo r gentlemen; and no slacks or short skirts (above the calf) for the ladies. 
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OLD MAIN - PRIOR TO 1920 
German-born Governor John P. Altgeld flaunted his heritage by insisting upon "Castle on the Rhine" school buildings within the 
state. Plans drawn up in October 1895 were redesigned to emphasize simplicity and strength. Work stalled on the project, and in 
May 1897, a Charleston contractor, Alexander Briggs, took up the work and completed the "castle" in 1898. 
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LIVINGSTON C. LORD ON KING WITH DAUGHTER INEZ LORD 
Livingston Chester Lord was 47 when he came to Eastern in 1899 and remained President of Eastern umil his death in 1933. The 
first at school in the morning, and often the last to leave at night, Mr. Lord had little time for recreation. He occasionally made 
time for riding, donning a scarlet Engl ish riding habit and cap, and guiding his big, chestnut horse down Sixth Street. 
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1HE FffiST GRADUATING ClASS 
In 1900, three men and one woman were the first graduates of Eastern Illinois State Normal School (ETSNS). They are (left to 
right) Marion Nelson Beeman, Guy Jink Koons, Bertha Volentine Ehlers, and Lloyd Goble. Tuition was $7 a term; book rental was 
$1. The student body grew each year, except in 1909, when a typhoid scare affected summer school enrollment. Currently, more 
than 10,500 students attend Eastern Illinois University. 
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FIELD TRIP TO lAKE AHMOWEENAH 
Model school students began their school day, as did everyone, by attending morning chapel conducted by Mr. Lord in Old Aud 
located in Old Main. Mr. Lord also regularly visited classrooms and encouraged field trips to Charleston's Hodgen's Pond, 
Marshall's Rocky Branch, and Lake Ahmoweenah allowing youngsters to work on their science experiments. 
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lAKE AHMOWEENAH SOUTH OF OLD MAIN 
Containing blue gill and big goldfish visible from the bank, Lake Ahmoweenah (named fo r a queen of one of the Philippine 
Islands) was dug out for the clay soil that was used for the commercial sale of bricks. Today, all that remains of the Lake is a 
small sunken garden immediately south of the McAfee Gymnasium. 
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EISNS GROUNDSKEEPERS 
The first motor-driven lawn mower didn't make its appearance on campus until 1933. Prior to then, a team of men, reel mowers, 
and horses, under the guidance of head groundskeeper Mr. Walter Nehrling (right, in tie), maintained the grounds. The second 
building erected on campus was the glass greenhouse which provided decorative greenery for Old Main. 
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CLASS ON lAWN BY OID MAIN 
State officials declared the Charleston campus the most beautiful in the state. Small classes made for a dose-knit student body. 
"Hours" at Pemberton I Jail were strict. Coeds were to be in the Hall at 7:30 p.m. on school nights and 10 p.m. on Fridays and 
Saturdays. Residents were allowed to attend church without chaperones, but for picnics, dances, and theatre trips, coeds were 
required to have escorts. 
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HALLOWEEN PAR1Y- PEMBERTON HALL- 1911 
Mr. Lord believed that construction of a woman's dormitory would create a respectable social life on the new campus. In 1907, 
after eight frustrating years, and with the he lp of Oakland Senator Stanton C. Pemberton, the dormitory was approved by the state 
legislature. Numerous events such as the annual Christmas banquet at Pem, complete with candlelight and turkey, remain 
cherished memories for many. 
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1907 EISNS FOOTBAll TEAM 
Three weeks after the school opened its doors in 1899, the students organized an Athletic Association. The first sport was football. 
From two games and two losses the first year, their record quickly improved with an undefeated 1901 team. In 1918, former 
football captain and class president Martin (Otto) Schahre r was killed in WW I. The athletic field was named in his ho nor. 
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PEMBERTON HALL 
·'It's a hall- one of those halls you read of in thost: delightful old English novels. Though of courst:, it i~n·t an old hall now, it hopes to tx: some 
day, and tO havt: ivy clinging to its moss-covered walls ... and great, wide-spreading trees surrounding it." Such were tht: taunts of a Springfield 
newspaper. In truth, it bas become a great hall. Currently, shade trees surround it and their brancht:s graze the red-t iled roof. Vines grip the 
block walls and moss holds on through the seasons. 
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